FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
forgive all it has suffered at the hands of the existing administra-
tion/'1
As the year wore on the internal state of the country became
progressively worse, in addition to which more and more the
revolting Court scandals became common knowledge. The White
Paper already quoted stated:
"The revelation, in the course of this year, of the scandals proceeding
at the Court, and associated with the name of the Monk Rasputin, still
further deepened popular resentment against the autocracy. The appoint-
ment of Shturmer, a notorious pro-German, as Prime Minister in
December 1916, was quickly followed by the murder of Rasputin. It
is held by many that the revolution may be said to have begun with
these events."
Two months later, October 18, 1916, the British Ambassador
reported to the Foreign Office: "The losses which Russia has
suffered are so colossal that the whole country is in mourning. So
many lives have been uselessly sacrificed in the recent unsuccessful
attacks against KoveL and other places, that the impression is
gaining ground that it is useless continuing the struggle, and that
Russia, unlike Great Britain, has nothing to gain by prolonging
the war."2
Sir George's estimate of the situation was underlined in White
Paper Cmd. 1240, which declared:
"The casualties of the army in the first ten months of the war are said
to have been 3,800,000, and a Russian staff officer has estimated the total
losses up to the beginning of the revolution at 10,000,000, and expressed
the opinion that the army had had to be replaced three times entirely
along the whole front of seven hundred miles during the period August
1914 to January 1917.
"These colossal losses created an extraordinary impression throughout
the army. In addition to the incompetence and disorganization every-
where prevailing it was suggested that treachery was also active, and
that forces were at work at the Court whose object it was to promote
the defeat and dissolution of the army with a view to making inevitable
1 My Mission to Russia, vol. ii.
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